
 

AUC:  

Asian Journal of Religious Studies 
 

November-December 2022    67/6 

 

Contents 

Editorial: Hope, Joy and Peace of Christmas! ......................... 3 

Hope for Humanity: Science, Religion and Technology 

Gini George, CC ................................................................ 6 

Our Personal Grief as a Lens to Understand and to be in 

Solidarity with Others in Their Suffering 

Raneesh Jose, SJ............................................................. 10 

Understanding the "I" Through the Chinese Language: 

Catholicism-inspired Meditation on  

Chinese Characters for “Self” 

Anna Mahjar-Barducci .................................................. 23  

Ecclesia and Ummah: Understanding   

Pope Francis’ Fraternity 

Midhun J Francis, SJ ..................................................... 36 

Book Review 

O God, Where Are You? 

Kuruvilla Pandikattu, SJ ................................................ 45 

Rev Fr Ornellas Coutinho SJ: An Inspiration, a Teacher,  

and a Genuine Role Model 

Himani Chemburkar Chandorkar ................................. 49 

Stable URL of this issue: http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7264747   



 

2   

 

 

 

AUC: Asian Journal of Religious Studies (formerly 

Apostolic Union for Clergy) is a peer-reviewed pastoral journal 

for Christian leaders. It is a bimonthly published from the Papal 

Seminary, Pune 411014. Inspiring and brief pastoral and 

academic articles beneficial for Christian leaders are welcome. 
 

 
Editor:  Kuruvilla Pandikattu SJ 

Ass Editor T. Karimundackal SJ 

Circulation: Stephen Jayard 

Book Review: Biju Joseph SJ 

Section Editors: 

Pastoral Theology:  Stephen Jayard 

Christology:  Francis Gonsalves SJ 

Scripture: Mariapushpam Paulraj 

Homiletics, Liturgy: VM Jose SJ 

Moral Theology: Nishant Irudayadason 

Counselling: D. Braganza & V. Crasta 

Religions: Sebastian Vazhapilly SJ 

Spirituality: Patras Kujur SJ 

Philosophy: Nishant Irudayadason 

Management: Bhausaheb Sansare SJ 

Finance: VM Jose SJ 

Publisher: Kuruvilla Pandikattu SJ 
For all editorial members, please see www.punejournal.co.in 

Printed at: Kunal Offset, 412, Kakasaheb Gadgil Rd, Shaniwar 

Peth,  Pune 411030: Mob 98230 48871 

Typeset at:  Papal Seminary Centenary Computer Centre 

Donations are accepted. Cheques and DD to be drawn in favour of 

Apostolic Union 

Address all correspondence to: 
The Editor, AUC, Papal Seminary, Pune 411014, India  

Email: auc@papalseminary.in or Site: punejournal.co.in  

ISSN: P-2249-1503 │E-2582-791X 

  

FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY 

 

mailto:auc@papalseminary.in


 

AUC: AJRS 67/6 November-December 2022 3 

AUC: Asian Journal of Religious Studies │  

67/6 Nov-Dec 2022, ISSN P-2249-1503 E-2582-791X │3-5 

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.7264751 

Stable URL: http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7264751 

Editorial 

Hope, Joy and Peace of Christmas! 
 
A distinctive vibe permeates the air around us in December. Yes! 

The Christmas holiday and the New Year's celebration that follows 

are much anticipated. Christmas is unique because of the joy and 

hope it inspires. The Promised Land is what the birth of Christ 

makes us think of, giving life momentum and joy. Every year on 

December 25, the entire globe observes Christmas to commemorate 

the birth anniversary of Jesus Christ. 

The perfect time to send our family, friends, and connections 

greetings is right now. To share with everyone on this Christmas 

Day, here is a compilation of holiday greetings and messages. 

May you spend this graceful season with the people you care about, 

celebrating the virtues of appreciation and charity. May the joy and 

calm of the holiday season flood your home. I'm sending my love to 

your family and am eagerly anticipating the day we will meet you 

again. Stay safe and take care of one another. 

May the Christmas spirit of peace and pleasure surround you now 

and in the coming year. A very Merry Christmas and Happy 

Holidays from our family to yours. We are aware that the previous 

year has been extremely trying for you, and we wish that the 
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upcoming year will bring your family more stable times. All of 

our love and best wishes are sent for happier times ahead. 

So we can wish one another a Merry Christmas filled with joy, 

laughter, and goodwill. And may the coming year be filled with 

happiness and fulfilment. Merry Christmas to you! Let us enjoy 

this Christmas season to the fullest and be thankful. Grace-filled 

Holidays to you and your loved ones! 

Christmas is a time for gathering with loved ones and enjoying 

yourself. I hope you have lovely memories of this. 

We hope and pray that this Christmas 

brings you new hope, optimism, joy, 

and delight. Happy Holidays and a 

Prosperous New Year to you and your 

loved ones! May the proximity of your 

family, friends, and loved ones bring 

you joy. We hope the wonder, 

surprises, and fun of your Christmas 

celebrations is abundant! 

May God's blessings of goodness and 

joy be upon you and your family. 

Graceful Holidays and Meaningful Celebrations!  May war and 

violence, especially in Ukraine, give way to peace and joy.  May 

depression give way to hope! May sadness give way to joy in 

abundance! 

This issue of the journal remembers gratefully Rev Fr Ornellas 

Coutinho, SJ, former rector, Papal Seminary, who passed away 

recently! May his life be an inspiration for all of us! 
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We hope and pray that 

this Christmas brings 

you new hope, 

optimism, joy, and 

delight. Happy 

Holidays and a 

Prosperous New Year 

to you and your loved 

ones! 




