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Editorial

Hope in the New Year

As we begin a new year, some of us focus on the possibilities
and others focus on the probabilities; some of us hope for the
best, and others expect the worst. Part of this is just personality,
but religious traditions have a way of shaping these attitudes as
well. Does your experience of your faith tradition generally see
the world with a spirit of confidence, or does it weigh the world
and find it wanting? What spiritual lens does it bring to the great
tragedies and triumphs of life today? What do you anticipate in
2019 and why?

Against this grim backdrop, we come upon a new year. What
ought we to expect for the next twelve months? What will we
encounter on the way? A Christian can and must go forward with
hope. “The one who has hope,” Benedict X VI tells us, “lives dif-
ferently.”

Of the three theological virtues — faith, hope, and love — hope
is often the one that receives the least attention, left to some
vague supporting role, which is often confused with mere opti-
mism. St. Paul, in particular, communicates time and again his
preference for faith and love over hope.

“If I have all faith, so as to remove mountains,” he writes to
the Corinthians, “but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give
away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I
may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.”

Still more: “Faith, hope, and love remain, these three. And the
greatest of these is love.”

But it’s time for hope to be lifted up again in 2019. When we
walk in faith but that faith wavers, and we aren’t sure where to
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g0, all we can do is hope. Hope is the attitude of heart that is most
humble because its very presence tells us that in this life there is
more than meets the eye.

It’s important to note that this hope isn’t blind. It isn’t thinking
that everything is okay and will be okay because it always is, and
because good people somewhere will always do the right. It isn’t
cheerful nor naive. It isn’t the refusal to see the somber realities
ahead and instead dream of a world without such obstacles. Hope
doesn’t deny an awful reality; it looks it in the face and hopes. It
acknowledges that there is good in this life even if it can’t be seen
right here and now,” tells Christopher J. Hale in Patheos.

Hope is not blind; rather, it changes how we see the situation.
It does this not by averting our eyes from a difficult reality, but
by drawing our eyes to it so that something different can reveal
itself.

Hope arises most brightly through suffering. Why? It offers
us a vision that is not limited to what is immediately at hand. It
allows us to find meaning in our suffering, to see that although
God does not will our suffering, God is fully committed to creat-
ing good from it.

Whether we are see it or not, hope is alive. It is alive in any-
one who has suffered intense loss and kept moving, who has
made the decision to love another with no promise of a return,
who has doubted the existence of God and yet prayed anyway,
and who has endured suffering for the sake of someone else and
actually found great strength in doing so.

The two main articles in this issue of journal were part of Pa-
pal Seminary Jubilee Essays on the topic of “Ministering to the
Contemporary Church.”

The editorial team wishes you a blessed and enriching New
Year!

Kuruvilla Pandikattu
Editor
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