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Book Review

Binoy Pichalakkattu SJ Bridging Mathematics, Philosophy,
and Theology Fuzzy Logical Thinking for Science-Reli-
gion Dialogue. Christian World Imprints, New Delhi. ISBN
9789351482116 (HB) pp. 128+xiv Rs 400.

More and more people, both at the popular and aca-
demic levels, are convinced today of the need for creative and
critical dialogue between science and religion. Such a dialogue
is essential for the future of humanity. This recent book by Dr
Binoy Pichalakkatt SJ is an attempt to place such a dialogue in
the framework of fuzzy logic.

The book argues that a fuzzy model of critical realism
will provide a mathematical base to overcome the binary think-
ing without indulging in reductionism and relativism. The author
believes the model offered by fuzzy logic will offer an inclusive
epistemological framework for science-theology dialogue where
multiple referential claims reinforce one another. possibilities of
fuzzy logic in comparison with binary, relativist and probabi-
listic thinking. It also brings to light the limits of fuzzy logic
and thereby the limits of a fuzzy model of critical realism. The
study ends by suggesting a few possibilities for exploring fuzzy
thinking in religions and developing a fuzzy language for talking
about God and religions. Such an attempt enables a deeper
and creative way of dealing with science, religion, theology and
philosophy.

After explaining the insights of fuzziness in a way understand-
able to the popular audience, he explores the significance of
critical realism as a starting point to encounter reality. Then
he explores the rich mathematical insights from fuzzy logic
and provides a new and dynamic model for science-theology
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interaction. Such an attempt, we are convinced, is essential for
developing a fertile womb for meaningful science-religion dia-
logue.

The work is significant from the point of view of method
of dialoguing between science and religion. According to the Sec-
ond Vatican Council, “Methodological research in all branches
of knowledge, provided it is carried on in a truly scientific
manner and in accordance with moral norms, can never conflict
with faith, because the things of the world and things of
faith derive from the same God.” (GS 36).

This book is highly recommended for all those who are inter-
ested in philosophical, theological or scientific research.

Mathew Jayanth SJ (ed). Indian Theologies: In Search of Meth-
ods and Models for Theologising, Jnana-Deepa Vidyapeeth,
Pune, 2017. ISBN: 978-93-5148-048-8 pp. 236+xxxvi, Rs 350.

In addition to providing tools for theologizing in Indian
context, this relevant book promotes reflection on imporant di-
mensions of theologising enriched by feminist, interreligious,
oriental and postcolonial preparatives, as also its consequences
and processes. The advancement of efficient communication of
theology of facilitated. The fruit of a seminar on Indian theologi-
cal methods held at Jnana-Deepa Vidyapeeth, this book looks
into the identity of the Indian theologians, their task, the purpose
of theologising in India, the location, consequences and process.

The ten articles that comprise this volume are valuable both
as individual units and as collective search for Indian theologis-
ing. The book stresses the fact that “Indian theological meth-
ods are not matters of technique,” but the “awareness of who an
Indian theologian is, the what, why and how of the theological
activisty of the theologian and the consequences of one’s theo-
logical undertakings for the Indian churches and the nation.”

The book is recommended for students, teachers and scholars
of theology.
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