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The Awesome Power of the 
Word of God in Human Life
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The Vatican Council solemnly acknowledges the power 
of the Word of God in Dei Verbum. The word God, 
which is the power of God is for the salvation of all 

who believe.1 It shows its power in a most excellent way in 
the writings of the Scripture.2 In Hindu Tradition Śruthi is 
considered as the Word of God which is heard by the Sages. 
The word is the power of the one who communicates it. 
God is the source of this communication and His word is 
therefore powerful. The receiver of this communication gets 
the knowledge in the cognitive level.  However, it penetrates 
deeper in the heart-level and transforms the receiver. The 
word as a vitalizing energy feeds the receiver and makes 
him or her grow into divine life. It is like plants receiving the 
energy from the sun and transforms it into food which helps 
them grow. Here, the energy of the sun becomes part and 
parcel of the growth of plants. Like that, God’s Word becomes 
part and parcel of the believer and enables him or her to grow 
and transforms him or her to a new creation. In this article, 
I limit myself to the Scripture and try to show the different 
dimensions of the Word of God and its transforming power. 

AJRS 62/3 May 2017,  P-ISSN 2249 –1503  19-30 

Fr.Kuruvilla
Typewritten text
AUC:  Asian Journal of Religious Studies



20    AJRS 62/3    		                                May     2017	

 1. The Irresistible Power of the Word

The Word of God is so powerful that it can overcome the 
obstacles and accomplish God’s desires and purposes. God’s 
Word is full of power; it will not return to Him empty. And 
God’s Word will accomplish His desires and purposes: “So 
shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not 
return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and 
it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.”3 Again, the 
Word of God is pictured as fire. Let the one who has my word 
speak it faithfully ... “Is not my word like fire,” declares the 
LORD, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?”4 
Positively, the hammer can drive home a nail.  And also, like 
hammer, the Word of God can break down obstacles, i.e., 
overcoming negatives. God’s Word has irresistible power! It 
is so quick and can break barriers: “For the Word of God is 
living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart.”5 In Psalm 29, we can see the power of the Word of 
God in nature: “The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the 
God of glory thunders, the Lord thunders, the Lord thunders 
over mighty waters. How powerful is the voice of the Lord! 
The voice of the Lord tears up the cedars, the Lord shatters the 
cedars of Lebanon.”6 The Word of God can bring about great 
results in nature and in human life: “He makes Lebanon skip 
like a calf, and Sirion like a young wild bull. The voice of the 
Lord breaks forth with flashes of fire. The voice of the Lord 
makes the wilderness quake; the Lord shakes the wilderness 
of Kadesh. The voice of the Lord makes the oaks to shudder 
and strips the forests bare.”7 In Genesis “God said, ‘Let there 
be...’ “ and light; sun, moon, and stars; animals, birds, and 
fish; and more came into being from God’s spoken word. The 
word has the power to create things from nothingness and 
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sustain them in existence. The Word of God keeps humans 
from dying: Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps 
my word, he will never see death.”8 Such is the incredible 
power of the word! The word is powerful because it is God’s 
Word. The word, simply because it is God’s Word, carries 
with it all the attributes of God Himself. The Word of God is 
living, powerful and sharper than any two edge sword we can 
make on this earth. The word is pure solid spiritual food that 
has the supernatural ability to feed our mind, soul and spirit. 
Nothing else will feed our inner self like the word of God.

Just like our human physical bodies need physical food 
to be able to survive - so does our mind, soul and spirit. The 
food that we feed our physical bodies will not nourish our 
mind, soul or spirit. The only thing that can spiritually feed 
and nourish us on the inside are true solid spiritual truths. And 
the only true solid spiritual truth that can feed us to cause any 
kind of true spiritual growth to occur in this life are truths that 
come direct from God the Father and Jesus Christ. There are 
no other spiritual truths from any other sources that we can 
feed off of that will cause any kind of real spiritual growth 
to occur in human life. The Word of God is living, powerful, 
and real spiritual food for the soul and spirit of every human 
person who is willing to feed off of it.

2. The Word as Pure Solid Truth

We have seen that the word has its origin from God 
Himself. If God is perfect and almighty, then His word 
also has the quality of perfection. The word, must be, then 
powerful and solid which could give us the perfect knowledge 
and truth. The word is the wisdom of God that is conveyed to 
humans in spoken and written forms. It makes human beings 
wise, and thus, partakers of the divine wisdom although 
limitedly. Even discipleship is centered around the Word 
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of God. “If you live in my word, you will indeed be my 
disciples.” 9 The Word of God can liberate humans from the 
chains of slavery. “And you shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.”10 Then what is truth itself? The answer 
is given in John 17:17 which tells that God’s Word itself is 
truth.11  If we know the word we will be liberated because 
Word of God is the pure truth. In Proverbs, we read, “Every 
Word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust 
in Him. Do not add to His words, lest He reprove you, and you 
be found a liar.”12 The purity of the Word of God is clearly 
presented by Psalmist as he puts, “The words of the Lord are 
pure words, like silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified 
seven times.”13 Again, we are reminded of the trueness and 
purity of the word of God, “For the word of the Lord is right, 
and all His work is done in truth. He loves righteousness 
and justice; the earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.”14 
The relation between truth and Word of God is inseparable. 
 
3. The Sanctifying Power of the Word 

In the preceding paragraphs we have seen that God’s 
Word is pure solid truth. If so, it has the ability to cleanse and 
sanctify us. The symbol of fire also points to this direction. 
The fire has a cleansing capacity. It can remove the stains 
and impurities and thereby can cleanse gold. Like that, the 
Word of God can eliminate the blemishes of humans and can 
make him/her clean from the stains of sins and shortcomings. 
That is why the Psalmist claims without doubt the powerful 
protection of the word against sin:  “I have hidden your 
word in my heart that I might not sin against you.”15 The 
Word of God in our hearts is a powerful antidote to sin. It 
directs and guides a person in his/her life as lamp to his/
her feet and light for his/her path.16 As the word of the 
Lord unfolds, light is shed and it illumines and sanctifies 
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the simple–hearted.17 The word has the capacity to provide 
joy to the one who imbibes it with great enthusiasm. “Your 
words were found, and I ate them, and Your word was to me 
the joy and rejoicing of my heart ...”18 The one who treads 
in the path of God will be filled with the sweetness of the 
word. The Psalmist beautifully expresses this aspect as he 
puts, “How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth!”19 The word helps a person think, speak 
and do good and gives effulgence and sweetness to his/her 
life. As our physical bodies need bread, our spiritual self 
requires the food of the word in order to live and sustain in 
life. Jesus in his reply to Satan underscores this as he says, “It 
is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ “20 God’s Word 
with its sanctifying and soothing effect bestows comfort and 
relief for the one who receives it: “This is my comfort in my 
affliction, for Your word has given me life.”21 The Word of 
God itself becomes life for the receiver which saves him from 
death: “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. 
The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life”22 

Further, we can see the nourishing character of the Word of 
God which enables a person to grow in fullness and vitality: 
“... as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that 
you may grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious.”23 It cleanses one’s path of life: “How can 
a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to 
Your Word.”24 In Proverbs we find  the importance of the 
word which gives life and vigour to the body and soul: “My 
son, give attention to My Words; incline your ear to My 
sayings. Do not let them depart from your eyes; keep them 
in the midst of your heart; for they are life to those who find 
them, and health to all their flesh.”25
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The sanctifying power of the word is stressed by St. John in his 
Gospel: “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” 
26  St. John reiterates this point when he says, “You are already 
clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.”27 
 The same notion is re-emphasized by St. Paul in his Epistle 
to the Ephesians:   “... that He(Jesus) might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that He 
might present it to Himself a glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should be holy 
and without blemish.”28 
4. The Word of God: The Work of the Holy Spirit

The Holy spirit helps a person grow in wisdom of the 
word of God. The Lord Jesus gives us his Spirit who teaches 
us all things and guides us into truth. The true knowledge 
of God and wisdom come from the Holy Spirit who opens 
up the meaning of the word of God. There are several good 
biblical verses telling us that the Word of God can impart true 
knowledge and true wisdom to us: “But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in My Name, He will teach 
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that 
I have said to you.”29 Again, the work of the spirit of God 
is evident in the Gospel of John: “However, when He, the 
Spirit of Truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth ...”30 
St. Paul reiterates the same point in another way by saying 
that the believer accepts the word not as that of human but 
as that of divine which comes from the Spirit of God: “For 
this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when 
you received the Word of God which you heard from us, 
you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, 
the word of God, which also effectively works in you who 
believe.”31 St. Paul wishes that that the church in Colossus 
may progress in wisdom through the word of Christ: “Let the 
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word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching 
and admonishing one another.”32

The Holy spirit can effectively work in a believer through 
the Word of God and transform him or her to a spiritual 
person. The personal relationship we establish with God, and 
the knowledge that we gain about God through the working 
of the Holy Spirit are what will dramatically transform the 
quality of one’s life down here on this earth. The written 
and spoken word draws its power from its union with the 
Holy Spirit, who is always operative through it. The Word of 
God and the Spirit of God are inseparable. When the word 
is preached the Spirit is always operative. The Spirit and the 
word are not only integrated themselves, but they act and 
work in harmony. Their action is one action and inseparable, 
the Spirit working as the efficient agent of the operation and 
the word as the instrument or means of the operation of the 
Spirit. Spirit and word work together in accomplishing the 
one result of transformation and salvation. The renewal and 
transformation of the life of the believer is through the power 
of the Word of God by the operation of the Holy Spirit.33 
It’s the word and the Spirit working together in a believer’s 
life that will get God to start working full force in his or her 
life to change him or her into the kind of person. God really 
wants the person to become in Him. The Word of God, in 
other words, makes  the life of the believer to be absorbed 
in the divine life which in turn enables him or her to enter 
into salvific experience.34

5. The Emmaus Experience

The awesome power of the Word of God is highlighted in 
the Emmaus’ experience in Luke’s Gospel. Here, we see the 
Christocentric dimension of the Word of God. The Word of 
God which is Christ Himself  enlightens and illumines the 
disciples’ hearts.35 The Word of God gives them hope and 
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courage to believe in God. The presence of Jesus- – the Word 
of God Himself – with the disciples all through their journey 
to Emmaus is a clear proof that God is Emmanuel. “The Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us.”36 This Johannine Sutra 
finds its full expression in the disciples’ journey. The Word 
of God accompanies them, clears their doubts and supports 
them on their way. Like that, the presence of the Word of 
God in believer’s life supports him or her to understand the 
mystery of God and accompanies him or her in the journey 
of life. The Word of God could burn the hearts of the 
disciples in such a way that their life was enlightened to see 
God in a different way. It made them totally illumined and 
transformed. The same Emmaus experience must take place 
in the heart of every believer as he or she walks through the 
path of life. This is an evolution from the informative realm 
to the transformative realm. It is an evolution from the outer 
seeing to the inner seeing. It is a journey from the periphery 
to the centre. It is a pilgrimage from the surface-level to the 
depth-level. The Word of God opens one’s inner eyes to see 
God as He is, without any veil. This inner experience really 
changes the person in such a way that he or she perceives 
God in a totally different way than ever before. The believer’s 
inner eyes are illumined in such a way that he or she perceives 
God, world and the fellow beings in an entirely different 
manner and begins to see the unique and integral relation 
between him or her and God. The same transformation could 
be seen in the life of St. Paul after his personal encounter 
with Jesus in Damascus. His life got completely transformed 
and he became a true disciple of Jesus.

Another important dimension we have to take into notice 
is that the Word of God always demands a genuine and active 
response from the part of the receiver. In the Scripture we 
can see a good number of examples to substantiate this idea. 



I. Parackal: Word of God	                         27

In the book of Genesis, we read that God spoke to Noah 
and commanded him to build an ark so that he could save 
his life together with his family and other creatures. Noah 
responded to God’s Word and was saved.37 Again, God called 
Abraham and ordered him to go to Canaan and Abraham 
responded to God’s Word instantly. And he was blessed by 
God.38 Later he was told to sacrifice his only son Isaac and 
he obeyed the Lord God and he found favour with God.39 
Further, Prophet Samuel also responded positively to the call 
of God by replying “Speak Lord, your servant is listening.”40 
We can see this chain of positive responses to the Word of 
God in the life of all the prophets. When we come to New 
Testament, again we see the continuation of this response 
from different persons. Mother Mary responded positively 
to the Word of God and she became the mother of God. Also, 
we see that the Apostles and other people who encountered 
Jesus responded actively and positively to the Word of God 
and they got cured and transformed. The Word of God can 
do wonders and miracles in believer’s life as we read in the 
scripture.
6. The Word Became Flesh and Dwelt Among Us

This great Johannine concept of “becoming” takes place 
or reenacts in every Holy Eucharist. We not only hear the 
Word of God but it comes to our life in the form of the body 
of Jesus. No other great symbol could be used other than 
the symbol of flesh. The Eucharist where the Word of God, 
Jesus Himself, becomes the part and parcel of the life of 
the believer is the most exotic event. This is what makes a 
Christian entirely different from other people. Through the 
symbolism of food the Word of God becomes one with the 
believer and he or she experiences the presence of God in 
his or her body. Jesus’ body becomes the real food for the 
believer and His blood that quenches the thirst41 runs through 
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the believer’s veins. The invisible God becomes visible 
and becomes an inseparable colleague in the journey of the 
believer as God Himself accompanied the disciples on the 
way to Emmaus. The same God accompanies us, supports 
and encourages us on our life-path to Emmaus.  

The Word of God is received in the heart level, which 
transforms the believer generates action. The one who gets 
transformed by the Word of God cannot sit idle but proclaims 
his or her God-experience. This action-oriented response 
could be seen in the life of Mary, who went to help her relative 
Elizabeth and of the Emmaus-disciples who immediately 
returned to Jerusalem to proclaim the resurrection of Jesus 
and of Saul who got converted into St. Paul, the Apostle.42 By 
participating in liturgical celebration and holy Sacraments the 
believer also becomes partaker of the God-experience which 
initiates him or her to proclaim the God-experience and share 
the internal joy and peace with his or her fellow beings. 
Conclusion

In the preceding paragraphs, I have been trying to show 
the power of the Word of God and its transforming effect on 
the believer. The Word of God which is the pure solid truth 
can cleanse the believer and can sanctify him/her. It nourishes 
the believer internally and supports him/her in the long 
journey of life. It protects the believer from iniquities and 
safeguards him or her from deviating from the right direction. 
Isaiah expresses this guiding dimension of the Word of God 
rightly, as he says, “Whether you turn to the right or to 
the left, your ears will listen to these words behind you, 
‘This is the way, walk in it.’”43   The believer feels himself/
herself this accompaniment of the Word of God all through 
this earthly journey. This protecting and guarding dimension 
of the Word of God is beautifully expressed in the Scripture 
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by Psalmist. In Psalm 23, we read that the Lord God is the 
shepherd44 and He leads the believer in the right path. Even 
if the believer walks through the valley of the shadows of 
death, he or she fears no harm because God is accompanying 
and protecting all through the way. The believer finds his/
her solace in the word of God. God becomes the host who 
prepares a banquet45 for the believer which symbolizes the 
Eucharistic banquet which quenches the hunger and thirst 
and transforms the believer to a new creation. Through the 
Word of God came into existence the first creation. By the 
same Word of God comes into being the second creation-the 
new creation which is transformed in God.
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