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Editorial 

 
Fidelity and Commitment 

 

ope Francis has said the “great majority” of Catholic 

marriages being celebrated today are invalid because 

couples do not fully realize it is a lifetime commitment, 

drawing sharp criticism from Church conservatives. 

The Pope was speaking at a question-and-answer session with 

priests, nuns and parish workers on Thursday, June 16, 2016 in a 

Rome basilica. 

“We are living in a provisional culture,” Francis said in response 

to a man who spoke of “the crisis of marriage” and asked how 

the church could better prepare young couples. 

“Because of this, a great majority of our sacramental marriages 

are null because they (the couple) say ‘yes, for the rest of my 

life’ but they don’t know what they are saying because they 

have a different culture,” Francis said. The Pope said the church 

needs to better prepare couples for the sacrament 

In the Vatican’s transcript issued on Friday morning his words 

were changed to read “some” instead of “a great majority,” with 

the approval of the Holy Father. A Vatican spokesman said the 

Pope’s off-the-cuff remarks are sometimes edited after 

consulting with him or among aides. 

“The crisis of marriage is due to the fact that people don’t know 

what the sacrament is, the beauty of the sacrament, they don’t 

know that it is indissoluble, that it is for your entire life,” the 

Pope said. 
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4 Editorial 

“There are girls and boys who have purity and a great love, but 

they are few,” he said, adding that many young people had a 

materialistic and superficial approach to their wedding day, such 

as an obsession with choosing the right gown, the right church 

and the right restaurant. 

He said the Church needed better marriage preparation 

programs, to foster fidelity and 

commitment. 

Conservatives also chided 

Francis for saying at the same 

meeting that priests should not 

pressure couples who were co-

habitating if they were not 

ready to get married. He said 

the priests should “let fidelity 

ripen.” 

What the Pope has said about 

marriage is equally valid for 

priests and religious who are 

committed to Jesus and to the people of God. Without long-time 

commitment and lasting fidelity, love – of God and of the 

neighbours – cannot bear fruit! 

 

Kuruvilla Pandikattu SJ 

     Editor 
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is due to the fact that 

people don’t know 
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know that it is 

indissoluble, that it is 

for your entire life.” 


